Basic list of books for a seminary or pastor’s library
Wayne Grudem (July, 2005; partially revised 2012, but I have not made a comprehensive attempt to add titles to each category for this quick revision)

Note: this is a first attempt at listing books for a beginning seminary in countries where English is spoken at least as a second language, or as a basic library for someone in Christian ministry. A library with these books will enable students to do a significant amount of detailed study of the Bible and theology.  Any suggested changes can be sent to wgrudem@phoenixseminary.edu.  
Approx. 125 volumes total.  Approx. 2005 cost $4700 (but bargains can often be found.) 
I.  Bibliographic Tools (2)
Carson, D. A.  New Testament Commentary Survey.  IVP, 5th ed. 2001.

Glynn, John  Commentary and Reference Survey.  Kregel, 2003

 

II.  Bibles (7)
King James Version (or Authorized Version).  Various publishers.

ESV Study Bible.  Crossway, 2008. 
English Standard Version
New American Standard Bible

New International Version

NIV Study Bible. 

NET Bible

Holman Christian Standard Bible

Spirit of Reformation Study Bible 
III.  Biblical Texts:Greek, Hebrew, and translation theory.  (10)
Aland, Kurt.  The Greek New Testament.  4th ed.; UBS, 1993.

Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia.  Ed. by Ellinger and Rudolph; Deutsche Biblestiftung, 1984.

Greenlee, J. Harold.  Introduction to New Testament Textual Criticism. Eerdmans, 1964.

Grudem, Wayne, et al. Translating Truth: The Case for Essentially Literal Bible Translation. Crossway, 2005. 
Hebrew-English Old Testament by British and Foreign Bible Societies
Metzger, Bruce M..  A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament. 2nd Edition  UBS, 1994.

Nestle-Aland. Novum Testamenta Graece. 26th ed., Deutsche Bibelstiftung, 1979.
Rahlfs, Alfred.  Septuaginta.  Wuerttembergische, 1962.
Ryken, Leland The Word of God in English: Criteria for Excellence in Bible Translation. Crossway, 2002.
White, James R.  The King James Only Controversy.  Bethany, 1995.

Wegner, Paul. The Journey from Texts to Translations.
IV.  Old Testament Tools (10)
Armstrong, Terry A., Douglas L. Busby, and Cyril F. Carr.  A Reader's Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament.  Zondervan, 1989.

Brown, Francis, Samuel R. Driver, and Charles A Briggs.  A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament.  Oxford, 1907.
Einspahr, Bruce.  Index to Brown, Driver, and Briggs Hebrew Lexicon.  Moody, 1977.

Harris, R. Laird, Gleason L. Archer, and Bruce K. Waltke, eds. Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament.  Moody, 1980. 2 vols.

Hatch, Edwin, and Henry A. Redpath. A Concordance to the Septuagint and the Other Greek Versions of the Old Testament.  Graz, Austria: Akademische Druck- und Verlagsanstalt, 1955. 2 vols.

Kautzsch, E. Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar. Clarendon Press, 1909.

Koehler, Ludwig, and Walter Baumgartner. The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, 1994-2000. now in 2 vols.
Kohlenberger III, John R., James A Swanson. The Hebrew English Concordance To the Old Testament.  Zondervan, 1998
Weingreen, Jacob.  Practical Grammar for Classical Hebrew.  Oxford, 1959.

Wigram, George The Englishman’s Hebrew Concordance of the Old Testament. Hendrickson, 1996.

 

V.  New Testament Tools (12)
Bauer, Walter, W. F. Arndt, F.W. Gingrich, and F.W. Danker. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature.  University of Chicago, 3rd ed, 2000.

Blass, F. W., A. Debrunner, and Robert W. Funk.  A Grammar of New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature.  University of Chicago, 1961.

Dana, H. E., and Julius R. Mantey.  A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament. Macmillan, 1955.
Kohlenberger III, John R., Edward W. Goodrick and James A. Swanson., The Greek English Concordance To the New Testament.  Zondervan, 1977.
Liddell, Henry G., and Robert Scott.  A Greek English Lexicon.  9th. ed., rev. by. H.S. Jones and R. McKenzie; Oxford, 1968.

Machen, J. Gresham.  New Testament Greek for Beginners.  Macmillan, 1923.

Moule, C. F. D.  An Idiom Book of the New Testament Greek.  Cambridge, 1963.

Mounce, William. Basics of New Testament Greek.

Moulton, James H. A Grammar of New Testament Greek. T.&T. Clark, 1908. 4 vols.

Moulton, William, and A.S. Geden. A Concordence to the Greek New Testament. 6th Edition, fully rev. by I. Howard Marshall. T.&T. Clark, 2002

Wallace, Dan. Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics. Zondervan, 1996. 
Wingram, George V.  The Englishman's Greek Concordance of the New Testament. 9th ed.; Zondervan, 1970. 
Zerwick, Max, and Mary Grosvener. A Grammatical Analysis of the Greek New Testament.  Biblical Institute, 1981.

 

VI.  Hermeneutics and Exegesis (4)
Archer, Gleason L.   Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties Zondervan, 1982.
Carson, D. A. Exegetical Fallacies. 

Klein, W., Blomberg, C., and Hubbard. Introduction to Biblical Interpretation.

Fee & Stuart. How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth.
Traina, Robert A.  Methodical Bible Study.  Author, 1952.

 

VII.  General Reference Works (8)
Bromiley, Geoffrey W., ed. The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. Eerdmans, 1979-88. 4 vols.
Cross, F.L. and E.A. Livingston. The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church. Oxford, 1997.

Douglas, J. D., et.al. eds.  The New Bible Dictionary.  3rd ed.  IVP, 1986.

________ and E. E. Cairns, eds.  The New International Dictionary of the Christian Church.  Zondervan, 1978.

Elwell, Walter A., ed.  Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology.. Baker, 1996.

________, ed.   Evangelical Dictionary of Theology.  Baker, 2nd. ed. 2001.

Ferguson, Sinclair B., David F. Wright, and J. I. Paker.  New Dictionary of Theology. InterVarsity, 1988.
Tenney, Merrill C., ed.  The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible.  1975.  5 vols.

VIII.  Concordances (5)
Goodrick, Edward, and John Kohlenberger III. The NIV Exhaustive Concordence. Zondervan, 1990.

Nave, Orville J., ed.  Nave’s Topical Bible. Nelson, 1979.
Strong, James.  Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible.  Abingdon, 1980.

Thomas, Robert L., ed. New American Standard Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible. Holman, 1981.
The Crossway Comprehensive Concordance of the Holy Bible (ESV), by William Mounce

IX.  Works on Archaeology, Geography, and History (5)
Beitzel, Barry J.  The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands.  Moody, 1985.

Gower, Ralph. The New Manners and Customs of Bible Times. Moody, 1987.

Latourette, Kenneth Scott. A History of Christianity, 2 Vol. Prince Press, 2003.
Tenney, Merrill C.  New Testament Times.  Eerdmans, 1965.
Wood, Leon. A Survey of Israel’s History. rev. by David O’Brien. Zondervan, 1986.
 

X.  Survey and Introduction (8)
Archer, Gleason L.  A Survey of Old Testament Introduction.  Rev. ed.; Moody, 1974.

Carson, D.A. , Douglas Moo and Leon Morris. Introduction to the New Testament. Zondervan, 1992.
Dillard, Raymond B. and Tremper Longman III.  An Introduction to the Old Testament. Zondervan, 1994.  

Guthrie, Donald.  New Testament Introduction.  Rev. ed.; InterVarsity, 1990.

Harrison, Everett F.  Introduction to the New Testament.  Eerdmans, 1964.

Harrison, Roland K.  Introduction to the Old Testament.  Eerdmans, 1969.

Tenney, Merrill C., rev. by Walter M. Dunnett.  New Testament Survey.  Eerdmans, 1985.

Thomas, Robert L., and Stanley N. Gundry.  A Harmony of the Gospels with Explanations and Essays.  Harper, 1978.
 
XI. Theological Works (28)
Allison, Gregg, Historical Theology. Zondervan, 2011.
Berkhof, L.  Systematic Theology.  Eerdmans, 1941.

Calvin, John. Institutes of the Christian Religion. ed. John T. McNeil, 1960.
Catechism of the Catholic Church. 2nd edition, 2003.
Clowney, Edmund. The Unfolding Mystery. 1991.
Edwards, Jonathan. Works of Jonathan Edwards. Banner of Truth Trust, 2 vols.
Erickson, Millard J.  Christian Theology.  2nd. ed. Baker, 1998.
Feinberg & Feinberg. Ethics for a Brave New World. Crossway Books, 1994.
Frame, John. Doctrine of the Word of God. Presbyterian & Reformed, 2010.

__________. Doctrine of the Knowledge of God. Presbyterian & Reformed, 1987.

__________. Doctrine of God. Presbyterian & Reformed, 2002. 

__________. Doctrine of the Christian Life. Presbyterian & Reformed, 2008.
Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology.  Zondervan, 1994, 2000.

_________. Bible Doctrine. Zondervan, 

_________. Evangelical Feminism and Biblical Truth. Multnomah, 2005.
_________. Business for the Glory of God. Crossway, 2003.
_________. Politics – According to the Bible. Zondervan, 2010. 

Guthrie, Donald.  New Testament Theology.  InterVarsity, 1981.

Hannah, John. Our Legacy. NavPress. 
Hodge, Charles.  Systematic Theology.  Clarke, 1960.  3 vols.

Hunter, W. Bingham. The God who Hears.
Ladd, George E. New Testament Theology.
Machen,  J.G. Christianity and Liberalism.

MacIntyre, David. The Hidden Life of Prayer.

McDowell, Josh. Evidence That Demands a Verdict.
McDowell, Josh. More Than a Carpenter.
Murray, John. Principles of Conduct. 
____________. Redemption Accomplished and Applied. Eerdmans, 1984.
Packer,  J. I. Knowing God.
Piper, John.  Desiring God.

_________. Future Grace. Multnomah, 1995.  
Reymond, Robert.  A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith.  Nelsons, 1998
Shedd, William G. T.  Dogmatic Theology.  Zondervan, 3 vols.

Strobel, Lee. The Case for Christ.
Van Til, Cornelius The Defense of the Faith. Presbyterian and Reformed, 1955

Vos, Gerhardus.  Biblical Theology.  Eerdmans, 1948.

Walker. A History of the Christian Church.
 

XII.  One-Volume Commentaries (3)
Guthrie, Donald, J.A. Motyer, A.M. Stibbs, and D.J. Wiseman, eds.  The New Bible 

Commentary:  Revised. 3rd. ed.; Eerdmans, 1970.

Harrison, E. F., and Charles F. Pfeiffer.  The Wycliffe Bible Commentary.  Moody, 1962.

 

XIII.  Commentary Sets (6)
Calvin, John.  Calvin's  Commentaries.  Baker, 1981.  22 vols. ($ 100)
Gaebelein, Frank E., gen. ed.  The Expositor's Bible Commentary.  Zondervan, 1978-12 vols.
Henry, Matthew.  Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible.  Revell, n.d.  6 vols.

Keil, C. F., and F. Delitzsch.  Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament. Eerdmans,  1968.  11 vols.

Morris, Leon, ed.  Tyndale New Testament Commentaries.  Various eds; InterVarsity. 20 vols plus revised volumes..($194)
Wiseman, D. J., ed.  The Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries.  InterVarsity, 28 vols. so far. ($420 @ amazon.com)
After that: add these series: New International Commentary, New International Greek Testament Commentary, Baker Exegetical Commentary on New Testament, Pillar New Testament Commentary, Word Biblical Commentary 

XIV. Pastoral and Devotional Books (7)
Anderson, Neil. The Bondage Breaker.

_________. Victory over Darkness.

Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest.
Coleman, Robert. The Master Plan of Evangelism.
Kruis, John. Quick Scripture Reference for Counseling.

Martin, Walter. The Kingdom of the Cults.
Sanders, J. Oswald. Spiritual Ledership.
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